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BACEGEOTND: Aortic arch plagques are associated with increased risk of stroke recurrence. The ath
also affects aortic stffness. The purpose of the present study was to evaluate acttic arch stiffhess by trar
echocardiography (TEE) and its effect on recurrence of stroke. METHODS AWND EESTULTS. TEE wa
patients with stroke and the aortic stifhess parameter beta was measured as an expression of the elastic
wall Patients were followed duning a median follow-up period of 459 days with the endpoint as stroke
were 21 cases of stroke recurrence (10%0) during the follow-up penod and the stiffhess parameter beta
higher in those cases (16 8H-4 & ws 12.24-3 3 [no recurrence], p<0.01). Cox multivariate hazard anal
shiffhess parameter beta was the only mdependent predictor for stroke recurrence thazard ratio 1,683, ¢
Meter survival analysis revealed that stffness parameter beta effectively risk stratified patients for stoke
Furthermore, i 2 groups based on the value of beta, the 3rd tertile had the hnghest stroke recurrent risk
p=0.01), CONCLITZIONS: The value of beta m the aortic arch, assessed by TEE, may be a sensitive 1
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